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walked along the corridor he noticed the Secretary of
Cardinal Gasquet, Father Langdon, He knew also that
Father Langdon's mother had just died, and he stopped,
took his hand in his, and promised to pray for her himself
at Mass the next morning. He then moved in to Pope
Benedict's rooms, hut he continued to sleep for the time
being in his Conclave cell.
He is the eleventh of the Popes called Pius,, and the
name has recalled to many Catholics different episodes in
the history of the Church.
The first Pius was the ninth successor of St Potvr, in the
middle of the second century, when the Church was in tho
throes of persecution, and it was thirteen hundred yearn
afterwards that another Pius ascended the throne* This
man had been a poet, diplomat and traveller, who rtxJe
from one end of England to the other and tlcscril>c.ii his
own adventures. He died away from Rome, whilst on a
vain attempt to start a Crusade against the Turks* who had
but lately stormed Constantinople and who seemed (as
the Russians have recently seemed) to be a standing
menace to Papal Europe,,
Pius III died under the fatigues of his own Coronation.
To Pius IV fell the lot of closing the Council of Trent
which condemned the teachings of Luther, and he may be
said to have renovated much in the Church, The next
Pius is a Canonised Saint, and the glory of the Dominican
Order, as well as the breaker of the power of the Turks at
the Battle of Lepanto in 15*70.
Pius VI lived in the evil days of the French Revolution*
He denounced the Civil Constitution of the French clergy
which made the Church a department of the State*